
PSY 280: Disorders of Childhood: Development and Psychopathology 

Maladaptive patterns of behavior, cognition and emotion may occur during childhood and adolescence, and the 
normal unfolding of maturational milestones may be disrupted and disordered. This course examines the various 
atypical responses that children experience when "normal development goes awry". The course content makes three 
assertions. First, that children develop within the contexts of home, school, and community and may be at risk for 
psychopathology when these environments do not support healthy growth. Second, that development is driven by 
the interplay of biology and the environment and psychopathology are not inevitable. Protective factors function in 
both the individual child and the child's environment. Third, children are vulnerable to the emergence of diverse 
disorders during particular times in development, and that one set of factors may or may not lead to maladaptive 
behavior, emotion or cognition. Prerequisite(s): PSY 101 and PSY 252. Three lecture hours per week. 

Course Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Understand the developmental course, etiology, assessment, diagnosis and intervention of various 
psychological disorders beginning in childhood and adolescence. 

2. Explain the biopsychosocial model of human development. 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the complexity of the many pathways toward child psychopathology. 

4. Challenge stigmas assigned to children and families who suffer from psychological disorders. 
Credits: 3 
Program: Psychology 
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